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.WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

a£ 

(jLT 1 . A fire assembly adapted to be installed into a wall assembly 
comprising: 

a recessed fan ajssembly; and 
5 a housing substantially enclosing said recessed fan 

assembly such that said housing and said recessed fan assembly form a 
preassembled integral unit adapted for installation behind a surface 
opening defined by a surface <bf a wall assembly, said housing 
comprising at least one generally fire-resistant material, said housing 
10 enclosing said recessed fan assembly in a manner such that said 

housing is configured to form 3 continuous surface with said surface of 
said wall assembly. 

2. A fire assembly as defined in claim 1 , wherein said wall 
assembly has a fire rating, and wherein said housing is capable of 

15 maintaining said fire rating afteir said fire assembly is installed. 

3. A fire assembly as defined in claim 1 , wherein said housing 
comprises a cube-shaped box, paid cube-shaped box comprising a 
plurality of walls made from said! fire-resistant material. 

4. A fire assembly as defined in claim 1 , wherein saidjfire- 
20 resistant material |s selected frdm the group consisting of drywall, 

plaster, and combinations thereof. 

5. A fire assembly as defined in claim 1 , further comprising a 
support structure, said support structure being connected to said housing 
and said fan assembly such that said housing, said fan assembly, and 
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said support structure form said 
6. A fire assembly as def 
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preassembled integral unit, 
ned in claim 5, wherein said support 
structure defines an interior surface facing said fan assembly and an 
exterior surface, said housing onjy being located adjacent said exterior 
surface. 

7. A fire assembly as defirted in claim 6, wherein said support 
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structure comprises an 



of)en 



8. A fire assembly 



as defined in claim 6, wherein said support 
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structure comprises an en :losed metal housing 



9. A fire assembly 
comprises a plurality of fire !• 



frame. 



as defined in claim 1 , wherein said housing 
resistant walls attached together, said fire- 



resistant walls comprising a drywall material. 



10. Afire assembly 
material 



as defined in claim 9, wherein said drywall 
mprises sheet rbek. 
1 1/ A method for installing a fire assembly into a wall assembly 
comprising: 

preassemblirg an integral unit to form a fire assembly, said 
integral unit comprising, 

(a) an fan assembly; 

(b) a support structure surrounding said fan 
assembly, said support structure defining an interior surface facing said 
fan assembly and an exterior surface; and 

(c) a f re-resistant housing surrounding said support 
structure, said fire-resistan housing being positioned adjacent said 
exterior surface of said support structure, said fan assembly, said 



support structure, and said 
preassembled integral unit, 
plurality of fire-resistant wal 
installing said 



fire-resistant housing comprising a 
said fire-resistant housing comprising a 
s; and 

integral unit behind a surface opening 
defined by a surface of a wall assembly, said fire-resistant housing 
forming a continuous surface with said surface of said wall assembly. 

12. A method as def ned in claim 1 1 , wherein said fire-resistant 
housing is only located adja :ent said exterior surface of said support 
structure. 

13. A method as defined in claim 11, wherein said support 
30 structure comprises an oper frame 
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1 1 4. A method as defined in claim 1 1 , wherein said support 
structure comprises an enclosed metal housing. 

15. A method as defined in claim 1 1 , wherein said fire-resistant 
walls comprise a drywall material. 

ined in claim 15, wherein said drywall 
Dck. 

ined in claim 1 1 , wherein said fire-resistant 
y of sidewalls and a top wall attached 



16. A method asde 
material-comprise a sheet r 
M 71 A method as de 
housing comprises a plural 



together. 

^8?V\ wall assembly comprising: 

\J a surface defining a wall of a building; and 

a fire assembl e installed into an opening defined by said 

surface, said fire assembly c omprising: 

(a) a fai assembly; 

(b) a si pport structure surrounding said fan 
assembly, said support structure defining an interior surface facing said 



fan assembly and an exterior 
(c) afire 



surface; and 

-resistant housing surrounding said support 
structure, said fire-resistant Housing being positioned adjacent said 
exterior surface of said support structure, said fan assembly, said 
support structure and said firs-resistant housing comprising a 
preassembled integral unit installed behind said surface opening, said 
fire-resistant housing comprising a plurality of fire-resistant walls, said 
fire-resistant housing enclosi ig said fan assembly in a manner such that 
said housing in configured to form a continuous surface with the surface 
defined by the wall of said building. 

19. A wall assembly as defined in claim 18, wherein said support 
structure comprises an enclosed metal housing. 

20. A wall assembly as defined in claim 18, wherein said fire- 
resistant walls comprise a drywall material. 



21 . A wall assembly as defined in claim 20, wherein said drywall 
material comprises sh&etrock. 




